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GENTLEMEN, 
Made Choice of this Subject from 

FTIR 4 juſt Indignation at the per- 
faious Treachery of ſome uns 
_— gratefu Men amongſt us; 
licious Endeavours, ſhould 
ever take Effect, muſt inevitably end in the 
total Ruin and Deſtruc tion of the Engliſh 
Church and Nation: But as all their wic. 
ted Attem E to ſubvert the Beſt Conſtitu- 
"on upon Earth have always providentially 
carried; ſo we bave all imaginable Eu- 
"ragement to hope that the ſame All-mer- 
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ciful 


DEDIGATION. 
777 God, too. hath hin hertd Mwaculouſly 
defeated the moſt Gariouſy concerted Mea- 
fures to anhoy us, Mill be plear'd to continue 
ro us His gracious Protection and Bleſſing - 
Unleſsby.onr repeated Ingratitude for Nu- 
tiohal . Mercief received, we forfeit all 
fitture Pretenſinhs to His Fudbour; and, by 
a Continuauce in our Sins, provoke Hin 
to . make both our Religious and Civil 
| Liberties; at once; an eaſy Prey to the in- 
ſatiable Crueky and Revenge of ou moſt 
bitter Enemies: © Hol! 

GENTLEMEN, | | | 

I return you my ſincere and hedrty Thank: 
for the Honour you did me'in'requeſting ti: 
Diſcourſe to be publiſh'd ; I gratefully comply 
with your Deſres having hereby an Cp. 
poriunity of declaring my bounden Duty aud 
Affection to our Gratious Sovereign KING 
GEORGE ( whoſe Life God in Mer 
to theſe Kingdoms long preſerze ) ; of ex 
feng, in ſome Meaſure, the Wrongs and lu. 
juries offer d to hi Perſon and Govern- 
ment; and of \teſtifying to all the World, the 
with how much Sincerity and Reſpect I un, I, i 
e NO GENTLEMEN, | the 
« 1 Tour moſt obedient lle! 
e Humble Servant, WW 
Wt DANIEL; HARRD 


; 


EZEKIEL XVii. ver. 19. 
Therefore thus ſaith the Lord 
God, As I live, ſnrely mine 
Oath that he hath deſpiſed, 
and my. Covenant that he hath 
broken, even it will I recom? 


, of e upon his own Head. 


0 ſuch a religious Dread of God 
upon their Souls, that they 

chought a Vow. made iti 
the Name of Him who Reepeth his Pro- 
miſe for ever, Was itreyocable ; and that 


Os 


ky themfſelyes 


MC” a HE primitive Chiiſtians bad 


(2 ] 
themſelves had ſuch a Deteſtation of the 
Sin of Perjum, that they thought it the 
bigheſt Iniquity in any one to preſume to 
prevaricate with the Words of an Oath, 
and look'd upon the guilty Perſon as the 
common Peſt and Plague to Mankind, 
and as one not fit to be admitted into 
humane Society: Thus on the contrary, 
they that were true to their Promiles, 


and faithful in the Performance of their 
Obligations, were always held in the 


higheſt Eſteem and Admiration. He, 
the truly ſincere and upright Man (says 
the divine Tully) who not only keeps his 
Oath in Caſes of an indifferent Nature, but 
likewiſe with the ſame awful Sincerity i 
true to his Promiſe, even tho the Perfor- 
mance of it ſhould claſh with his Advan- 
tage. 


Were theſe Things duly conſider d by 
the Enemies of our moſt Happy Conſiitu- 
tion, and had they as religious a Regard 
to the ſacred Inſtitution of an Oath a8 
the primitive Chriſtians had, or as even 


the ſober and more conſi "cb 1 
the 
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[3] 
the Heathen, it would be no difficult 
matter to convince them, that having 
enter'd into a Covenant with his preſent 
Majeſty, and ſolemnly invok'd the divine 
Aſſiſtance to perform it, they are not at 
Liberty to make void the Obligation, 
(unleſs in the Caſe of an abſolute Inva- 
fon of their Rights and Properties) with- 
out incurring the juſt Puniſhment our 
Laws have provided in ſuch Caſes; and, 
above all, without expoſing themſelves 
to the Diſpleaſure of a jealous God, whole 


ſacred Name they thereby contemptu- 


oully revile. 


This Matter is fully illuſtrated in the 
Caſe of the Jewiſh Nation, who, upon 
the Surrender of their City Jeruſalem to 
the Chaldeans, were moſt of them car- 
ried Captives into Babylon by King Ne- 
buchadnezzar, who continued to them 
their ancient Laws and Cuſtoms, as alſo 
their Sacerdotal Government, having firſt, 
to prevent a Revolt, engaged them un- 
der an Oath to a Submiſſion to his Go- 
vernment: But Zedekiab their late King 
relenting the Murder of his Sons, as alſo 

8 the 


[4] 
the Loſs of his own Eyes, which Nebu- 
chadnetz2ar had commanded to be put 
out, ſends: Ambaſſadors to Pharaoh to 
conſult upon proper Meaſures to reſtore 
him to his Dominions; being promiſed 
the Aſſiſtance of à vaſt Army from Egypt, 


1 he ſtirs up the captive Jewi:into an In- 


ſurrection againſt 'Nebncha#nezzar, not- 
wichſtanding they had nade a Covenant, 
and took au Oath to be true ta him: But 
all their joint Endeayours prov'd weak 
and ineffectual, inſomuch that the Eg yp- 
tiaus return'd with Shame of Face into 
their own Land, and Zedekiab, notwith- 
ſtanding his plauſible Pretences, was con- 
demn'd to a ſevere Puniſhment for his 
Perjury. Therefore thus ſaith the Lod 
Cod, As ] live, ſurely mine Oath that he 
-hath : deſpiſed, and my Covenant that be 
-bath:broken, even it will [ revonpenſe upon 
* ad, 


Te — fix. upon this Sin 
| of Perjury, evidently ſets forth the Odi 
oulneſs of the Crime, as well as dilco- 
vers the Almighty's Abhorrence of the 


emen It muſt * be a very 
melany 


[5] 


melancholy Conſideration, that the De: 
generacy of humane Nature ſhould be ſo 
very great as to be Proof againſt the 
Threatnings of an avenging God : But 


tho' we muſt deſpair of a total Cure of ſo 


epidemical an Evil, yet tis to be hoped its 
Progreſs may be ſtopp'd in ſome, by 2 
ſerious Attention. to the enſuing Diſ- 
courle ; wherein I ſhall, 


| Fiſt, | Briefly ſhew the Heinouſneſs and 
Danger of deliberate Perjury, and this 
with a particular View to that ſort of 


Perjury which is frequently FIRED 
amongſt us. And, 


Secondly, Shall inquire from what 
Cauſes it can poſſibly come to pals, that 
PROTESTANTS, under the ſacred Ob- 
ligation of. an Oath to defend his preſent 
Majeſty's Perſon and Government, ſhould 
venture to mind their Allegiance, 


+ Poſt; I am i briefly to ſhew the Hei- 
pouſneſe and Danger of deliberate Perjury, 
ind an with a particular View to for 
| ort 
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fort of Perjury which is frequently juſ- 
tify'd amongſt us. 


All Vice hath ſuch an inherent Defor- 
mity in its very Nature, that tis juſtly 
deteſtable in the Sight of God and good 
Men: But Perjury is a Crime of ſo tran- 
ſcendent an Height, ſo unparallel'd in it 
ſelf, ſo dangerous in its Conſequences, 
and of ſo large and deſtructive an Extent, 
that That Man muſt have confounded all 
the Diſtinctions between Virtue and Vice, 
muſt have abandon'd himſelf to every 
Conſideration of a juſt omnipotent God, 
who takes Cognizance of his Actions, in 
order to a future Retribution, before he 
can allow-himſelf deliberately to commit 
it; much leſs to juſtify, or repeat a Crime 
that is, at once, a ſolemn mocking and 
deſpiſing the tremendous Majeſty of Hea- 
ven,' a drawing God, who is very Faith- 
fulneſs it ſelf, and the original Author 
and God of all Truth, into a Confederacy 
of deceiving ; is a Violation of the ſtrict- 
eſt Bonds of humane Affairs; a _—_— 
| da the ſacred Ties of Society ; 


ing \ 
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(7 ] 
rendr ing all Securities given to a Govern- 
ment void and ineffectual; and did it 
univerſally obtain amongſt Mankind, all 
mutual Truſt and Confidence muſt in a 


ſhort time be difloly'd, and all Com- 


merce be deſtroy d; all civil Contro- 


verſies left undetermin'd in the moſt per- 
plex d Confuſion imaginable ; and the 
World it ſelf be little leſs than a Der of 
Thieves and Robbers : In ſhort, Perjury is 
a Crime of fo groſs a Nature, that it ren- 
ders the guilty Perſon obnoxious to the 
everlaſting Severity and Vengeance of 
an offended God, and all the Terrors of 
His Wrath, who in his s Anger is a con- 
Juning Fire. | 


But 1 the pernicious Ef- 
fos of this Vice are ſo great and many, 
that upon a cool Reflection they muſt 
appear every way ſhocking to the Ima- 
gination; yet there are thoſe amongſt 
us who are bold and wicked enough to 
preſume calmly and deliberately to prac- 
tile it: They can, with the Solemnity 
of repeated Oaths, promiſe to be faithful 
and 
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and bear true Allegiarice to bis Majeſty 
King GEORGE; becauſe without 

iving this Security to the Government, 
tis impoſſible to enjoy their Poſts or Pre- 
ſerments; and yet reſerve their Intereſt 
and Affections altogether at the Service 
of a traiterous Pretender, whom, notwith- 
ſanding, they have frequently, in the 
moſt awful Manner, abjur'd : They can, 
as often as they renew or change their 
Offices, make the utmoſt Proteſtations 
of Fidelity to the King, becauſe they get 
their Bread by him; and yet venture to 
ſet at nought thoſe Sacred Obligations, 
unſwear all their Duty and-' Allegiance, 
{candalouſly aſperſe Hir Majeſty's Perſon 
and Crovernment, and conſpire with his 
profeſs d Enemies to deſtroy him. What 
our Saviour ſaid to the Jewiſb People 
who ſought for him, may very appolitely 
be apply d to theſe temporifing Hypo- 
crites. Verih, verihy I ſay unto you, ye ſeek 
me, not becauſe ye ſaw the Miracles, but be- 
cauſe ye did eat of the Loaves, and were 


The 


kA! 


The Patrons of this Wickedneſs have 
4 Salvo as an Excuſe for their Practice; 
they weakly imagine that they may 
ſwear to a Lie with their Lips, provided 
they have any Regard for Truth in their 


Hearts: This ſubtle Diſtinction was in- 
vented by their dear Friends the Feſuits, 
deſignedly to evade the Force of the Oaths 
enacted for a Secutity to the Govern- 
ment: Accordingly they ſwear to His 
preſent Majeſty as King in Poſſeſſion only, 
and would have ns: believe that when 
they abjur'd the Pretender's Right to 
theſe Kingdoms, they meant only to re- 
nounce his Legal Right, but not his 
Hereditary or Divine Right. Thus, by 
the Aſſiſtance of Mental Reſervation, is 
the awful Name of Cod made cheap and 
contemptible, and the ſacred Inſtitution 
of an Oath proſtituted to the baſeſt De- 
ſigns and Purpoſes; our Laws ate like- 
wile. in the moſt ſhameful Manner abus'd; 
and even Religion itſelf made a Pretext 
to ſhelter the moſt exorbitant Impiety. 
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There are ſeveral of the Romiſb Cbm- 
munion amongſt us, who would ſcorn to 
be guilty of fo vile a Piece of Prevari- 
cation, notwithſtanding 'tis a Principle 
of their Church, and a fundamental Ar- 
ticle of their Religion : And though their 
refuſing to give Fidelity to the King is 
keeping a Reſerve to ſerve another againſt 
him; yet they ſhew themſelves to be Men 
of more Integrity and Honour, than thoſe 
perjur d Proteſtants of the Church of Eng- 
land, who baſely think to cover their 
Villany under Ambiguities and ſecret 
Evaſions, who ſcruple not to trifle with 
the Words of a moſt ſolemn Oath ; nay, 
at the very time of taking it were fully 
determin'd to break it. This is that 
dire& fort of Wickedneſs which no 
Words can ſufficiently aggravate ; 'tis 
fuch as an honeſt Heathen would tremble 


at the Thought of ; and ſuch therefore, 


as will always be conſider'd by every 
wiſe and good Man with the weakeſt De- 
teſtation and Abhorrence, 


What 


£03] 


What horrid Blaſphemy muſt the da- 
ring Offender be guilty of, in thus pre- 
ſumptuouſly reviling the Holy Name of 
God! What a laſting Reproach and 


Scandal does he bring upon the Chriſtian © 


Profeſſion, by his impious and unaccoun- 
table Conduct! This is a great Stumbling- 
block, at which Jews and Gentiles take 
Offence ; this not only prejudices all Un- 
believers againſt Chriſliamty, but is the 
chief Reaſon that Multitudes haye re- 
nounced it, and harden'd themſe]ves into 
an habitual Neglect and Contempt of 
every thing that 1s good : Thus does 
Perjury bring more Diſhonour upon 
God, and more Diſcredit upon Religion, 
than whole Nations of Heathens that 

deny both. Offences will come, (ſays our 

Saviour) but Woe be to thoſe by whom they 

come ; it were better that a Mill-ſtone were 

banged about his Neck, and he were caſt 

into the midſt of the Sea, 


The Holy Prophets have all along ſe- 
verely rebuk d this Vice, in order to 
C 2 deter 
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(2 1 
deter Mankind from the Practice of it: 
The Prophet Zathariah, in particular, has 
denounced a remarkable Puniſhment a- 
gainſt it: I his is the Curſe, ſays he, that 
oy forth over) the Face of the whole 
Earth; it ſhall enter into the Houſe of 
bim that ſcearet falſely by my Name, 
and it ſhall remain in the Midft of is 
Houſe, and ſball conſume it with the Tim- 
ber thereof, and with the Stones thereof 
But becauſe ſuch Examples of Deſtruction 
are not always before Men's Eyes ; be- 
cauſe tlris, or the like, viſible Puniſh- 
ment is not immediately executed upon 
thoſe that ſcruple not to trample under 
foot the Holy Name of God ; they may, 
perhaps, think themſelves fickre, and 
vainly hope to eſcape with Impunity : 
But let ſuch conſider, that the all-wile 
God, tho' he often thinks it requiſite to 
ſuſpend the Execution, and to withhold 
for a time the juſt Puniſhment due to an 
incorrigible Offender, yet hath weighty 
and infallible Reaſons for ſuch his Pa- 
tience and Forbearance ; they may be 


ſure that the 8 ownels of his Wrath will 
be 


[13 ] 
be recompens'd with the Weight and 
Grievoulneſs of the Correction; and his 
Divine Honour at laſt vindicated and aſ- 
ſerted by a juſt Retaliation of Venge- 
ance. QA. * | 


If theſe, or the like, Reflections ſhall 
be over-ballanced by ſuch trifling Excuſes 
as ate generally pleaded in Behalf of 
the crying Sin of Perjury, tis to be 
fear'd that the guilty Perſon is under 
ſome fatal Obduration, that he has neg- 
lected all the Seaſons of Grace, and 
out-finn'd the Day of his Viſitation, and 
that,therefore, his Puniſhment either here 
or hereafter will be intolerable.—Having 
thus briefly conſider d the Wickedneſs and 
Danger of deliberate Perjury, 1 proceed 


Secondly, to enquire from what Cau- 
ſes it can poſſibly come to paſs, that Pro- 
teſtants, under the ſacred Obligation of an 
Oath to defend his preſent Majeſty's Perſon 
and Government, ſhould venture to with- 
draw their Allegiance, 
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as | would hot willingly be guilty of a 
Breach of Charity in this Inquiry; but if 
Actions are the beſt Expoſitors of Inten- 
tions, and Cauſes can be known by the 
Effects, tis manifeſtly apparent that thoſe 
who, not only in the laſt Reign, readily 
gave all the Fidelity and Security which 
the Government required, that they 
would ſupport and maintain, to the utmoſt 
of their Power, the Proteſtant Succeſſion as 
ſettled in the Houſe of Hanover ; but like- 
wiſe, upon his preſent Majeſty's Ac- 
ceſſion to the Throne, renew'd their 
Oaths and Obligations to defend that 
Settlement againſt any Perſon or Perſons 
whatſoever, I fay "tis manifeſtly apparent 
that theſe can have no other Reaſon for 
their Diſaffection and Diſloyalty than 
what proceeds from mere Faction and 
Reſentment: They are diſguſted that 
neither themſelves nor their Friends are 
placed at the Helm of Government, or 
that ſuch and ſuch Men, whom they ſhall 
think proper, are not intruſted with the 
a.. that the King does not 


happen 


* 
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happen to beſtow his Favours and Pre- 
ſerments accofding to their Wiſhes or In- 
clinations; and, above all, that his Ma- 
ey is careſod by the Diſſentrre, who; 
aid cdi , never experienced ſuck 
publick Marks of his Affection and 
friendſhip as the Members of the Eſta- 
Wd Church. Theſe, or ſuch as theſe, 
muſt be the only real Cauſes of their 
Diſcontentedneſs, and are, it ſeems, ſuf- 
ficient Reaſons that they withdraw __ 


$ Allegiance. 


A Divine Hereditary Right, 1know, is 
pretended ; but whoever ſhall conſider 
that this Notion, attended with a Train 
of the moſt flaviſh Conſequences, was 
emed in the laſt Century by a merce- 
ary Sett of Sycophants, with no other 
ew than to cajole their Prince into 
heir own ſordid Intereſt, * will readily. 
low that it can't poſſibly ſubſiſt any 
here but in the confus'd Imagination 
{ thoſe who are pertinaciouſly reſoly % 
zt or wrong, to admit it. 

/ 


I be- 


[16] 


I believe I may venture to challenge 
all the Aſſertors of this Doctrine, to 
prove that God has appointed, either in 
the Patriarc hal, the Jerpiſb, or the G0. 
pet Diſpenſation, any one particular Spc- 
ctes of Government, which he delign'd 
_ ſhould be univerſally received in every 
Nation; much leſs that he has fix'd the 
Right, the Manner, or the Order of Wl © 


Succeſſion. This Notion, I am anti g 
fy'd, has not even the leaſt Foundation ; 
in the Sacred Writings ; for we know 0 
that when God choſe, or rather H * 
ted, a King for his peculiar People the jul 
Jews, the fiſt Royal Family was depriv'd 
of the Crown aſter a ſingle Reign; and * 
the ſecond had the Crown continued in | * 
the younger Branch: So that all Argu- "Y 
ments drawn from the Fewiſh Oecouomy uy 
in Favour of Hereditary Right are incon- 11 
cluſive and precarious. 50 2 


1 would not be. underſtood as if | 
thought that the Jewiſh Frame of Go- 
vernment, or indeed any other; Was de- 

a1 fign'd 


ee: + 
ſon'd for a Pattern to all the World t6 
fx and bound the Succeſſion to a King- 
dom; for tho' the Hiſtory of that Polity; 
no doubt, was written for our Inſtruction, 
nd may be very uſeful to us upon many 
Accounts; yet in the Caſe before us, tis 
certain that the Ferwiſh Nation were per- 
fe Strangers to the Doctrine of a Divine 
Hereditary Right, ſince in the early Ages 
of Monarchy, the Succeſſion to the Crown 
was frequently and variouſly broken, and 


jultify'd even by God himſelf. 


Government: in it ſelf is indeed of 2 
WT vine Nature and Original, becauſe tis 
the eternal Will and Pleaſure of him 
who is the Cod of Peace and Order, that 
Decency and Regularity be obſerv'd a- 
mongſt Mankind ; but what particular 
form of Government ſhall be eſtabliſh'd 
n this or that Nation, does depend upon 
te mutual Conſent and Agreement of the 
epective Inhabitants of every particular 
Country; who have a Right to ſettle 
us Point for themſelves: So that Diele, 
* the Right of * to a Gown, 
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[ 15 ] 
muſt be determin'd by the ſtanding or 
fix'd Laws and Cuſtoms of each per- 
ticular Nation. 


Now tis well known that out Manner 
of conſtituting the chief Magiſtrate is the 
noble and excellent Medium between 
two moſt vicious Extremes, viz. Election 
and Lineal Succeſſion: For to elec a new 
Sovereign upon every King's Death or 
Demiſe would expoſe us to all the Un- 
certainty, Bribery, - Broils, and Contu- 
fion, and other Miſchiefs, ſo frequent in 
| elective Kingdoms: And, on the other 


Or] 

hand, to make the Succeſſion ale n 

| Hereditary would ſubject us, without te 
Remedy, to be ſometimes govern'd Mor 


Tyrams, or Madmen, or Ideots. There 
fore in all Ages our conſtant Culto 
and Practice has been to limit the Suc 
ceſſion, under Conditions, to a certall 
Line, for avoiding the Conteſts and D! 
turbances that wou'd neceſſarily arile © 
frequent EleQions, and yet to reſerve 
Power in the Government of exclud. 


the next in Blood, if he has not the 
" lificatioſ 


[39 ] 


and very often, as the Exigences of the 
State ſhall require, quite to transfer the 
Right of - Succeſſion WON one Line to 
e 


As to the Pretender's Hereditary Right 
to the Crown of theſe Kingdoms, 'tis 
ſuficiently known that it has been almoſt 
univerſally renounc'd and diſcarded, as 
well in the preſent as in the two prece- 
ding Reigns, by all the Nobility, Gentry, 
Magiſtrates of every Denomination , 
Clergy, Men of all Qualities and Condi- 
tions that have been admitted into any 
Place of Profit or Preferment, any Office 
or Employment either in Church or State: 
Theſe have all of them not only bound 
themſelves under the ſtricteſt Obligation 
of Duty to his preſent Majeſty by the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, but 
have likewiſe in the moſt awful and ſa- 
cred manner rejected the Pretender's Ti- 
tle to the Crown of theſe Realms. 


D 2 After 


lifcations which the Laws inſiſt upon, 


[20] 

After ſo ſolemn a Renunciation of his 
Title, tis not only. wicked in any of them | 
to inſiſt upon it, in a direct and open 
Defiance of their Oaths and Obligations, 
but likewiſe ridiculous to urge his Here- 
ditary Right to a Crown, the Succeſſion 
to which is by Law under ſeveral Limi- 
tations and Reſtrictions. 


3 the whole of this Argument 
tis plain to a Demonſtration, that che 
Doctrine of Divine Hereditary Right is 
a mere Chimera and Pretence, revir'd 
on purpoſe to blacken the Gr ox 10vs 
RE yOL rox, to poiſon the Minds of 
the unthinking Populace, and to delude 
the Ignorant and Unwary into a Diſaffec- 
tion to our preſent Happy Eſtabliſhment : 
And that therefore the only true Cauſe of 
any FProteſtant's reviling and, reproaching 
the Beſt of Kings and Beſt of Govern- 
ments, can proceed from nothing but: 
ſettled Principle gf tied 50 Re- 
venge. | 


Theſe 


[ 21 ] 


Theſe W to Miſchiefs they 
have of late ſufficiently ſhewn in theit 
treaſonable and ſeditious Pamphlets, in 
which, amongſt other falſe => ct 
they have ſuggeſted, that Popery is miſre- 
preſented, and that Experience and kind 
Uſage has ſoftened its Temper; that 
King GEORGE has an undermining 
Deſign upon the Eſtabliſi d Religion, and 
that the Pretender to theſe Kingdoms is 
a Proteſtant, and in the Communion of 
the Church of England: By theſe falſe 
and groundleſs Pretences they alienate 
the Hearts of his Majeſty's Subjects from 
their ſworn Duty and Allegiance, create 
in the Minds of innocent and well-mean- 
ing People a Diſaffection to his Perſon 
and Government, and warm them at laſt 
into an Inſurrection; by theſe means they 
gradually ſhake off all Averſion to Po- 
pery, and prepare the Way to a- Popiſh 
King, who, whether they will or not, will 
either forcibly reconcile them to the 
worſt of Superſtitions and Tyranny; * 


(22 ] 
by the Aſſiſtance of a Court of Inquiſition, 
wild reduce them to this' miſerable Di. 
emma; either to confeſs themſelves He- 
reticks, or elſe to undergo the ſevereſt 
Puniſhmetits the moſt ingenions Tormen- 
tors can inflict: In both theſe Cafes their 
Lives lie at ſtake, and tis frequently 
found: that the moſt ĩimportunate Prayers 
and Entreaties have not been able to re. 
verſe the heavy W er + a 
youn them. 


2 Hence, otithe one hand, we may ſee 
the diſmal Effects of Reſentment and Par- 
ty Rage; and, on the other hand, to what 
a Degree of Madneſs and Folly Men 
train'd up in Bigotry and furious Zeal can 
be brought. But if the Commonalty 
wil be thus infatuated, and, againſt all 
Conviction, © blindly embrace the molt 
deteſtable Slavery upon Earth; tis to lit- 
tle purpoſe to inform them that the Infa- 
tuation has in it all the Marks of a terri- 
ble Judgment from Heaven, in order to 
a pr Puniſhment for their Weakneſs and 

Folly, 


[ 23] 

Folly, and to their Shame and Confuſion 
experimentally to convince them, -that 
the Loſs of their Freedom was as much 
owing to their own ſtupid Credulity, as to 
the Inventions and Forgeries of thoſe 
who had no other End in View but the 
Deſtruction of their Place und Nation. 


How deplorable will it then be to 
conſider that they had been always blind 
to their Misfortunes, and through an 
unaccountable Supineneſs could never ſee 
their own Danger till they were ready 
for Ruin, could never be made appre- 
henſive of Divine Vengeance, till they 
were ripe for the Execution of it! Twill 
be then too late to recall what is paſt, 


too late to think of redreſſing their 


Grievances, or putting Bounds to their 
Miſery : Their Religich, their Laws, 
their Liberties, and every thing in which 
they truſted, are got into the Hands of 
the common Enemy, and muſt inevita- 
bly fall a Sacrifice to the premeditated 


Rage and Fury of a bigotted Prince, 
| t wWaho, 
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1 
who; whether he would or not, is bound, 
under the Penalty of Depoſition and Dam- 
nation, to deſtroy them. I pray God 
this may never be their Caſe, and that a 
ſerious Conſideration of theſe things may 
engage them, in time, to avoid the fatal 
Cauſe, as they deſire to avoid the fatal 
Conſequence, and to ſee and Ano the 


things that belong to their Peace beſore they 
be hid from their Eyes. 


The diſingenuous Proceedings of ſome 
perjur d Proteſtants amongſt us could 
never have deluded any conſiderable 
Number of Men into a Diſobedience 
to our Sovereign and his Goverument, 
had not Matters been induſtriouſſy 
aggravated by their Popiſh. Fellow - La- 


bourers; a Generation of Miſcreants of 


the moſt licentious Principles, and the 
blackeſt Malice, who regard Religion 
itſelf no farther than it ſerves to gratily 
their own wicked Deſigns, and keep 
up the Pomp and Grandeur of their 


19 Church: W teach that 10 
Faith 


"F231 

Faith „ to be kept with Hereticks, and 
that tis Martyrdom to fall in a Con- 
ſpiracy made againſt an heretical King; 
who would petſwade us that the moſt 
extravagant Impiety, the vileſt Forgeries 
and Extortions in common Dealing, 
the moſt wicked Plots and Conſpiracies, 
the moſt horrid Maſſacres and Aſſaſſi- 
nations, may be ſanify'd by a good 
End and Deſign. Theſe pious Emiſſaries 
too well know 'the Certainty of our 
Saviour's Maxim, A Kingdom divided 
againſt itſelf is brought io Deſolation. Ac- 
cordingly their conſtant Employment has 
been, ever ſince the Reformation, to 
raiſe in us unreaſonable Jealouſies, and 
ungrounded Fears; and from the Igno- 
rance and Credulity of the People, to 
take ſuch Advantages againſt us as ſerve 
to ſet the whole Kingdom in à Flame: 
They affaredly know that tlieſe Methods 
of proceeding, ſhould' they take Effect, 

will bring down that Deſtruction upon 
our Church and Nation, which hitherto 


_ the IIl- Nature, nor the Malice, 
E neithet 


[26] 
neither the moſt ſecret Conſpiracies, nor 
the maſt powerful open Violence of our 
moſt inveterate Oppoſers could ever yet 
totally accompliſh, 


That theſe wicked Incendiaries, theſe 
Enemies to God and Man ſhould' engage 
in all Attempts to divide and diſtract us, 
has nothing new nor ſtrange in it ; but 
tis perfectly ſurpriſing that profels'd Pro- 
teſtants, and ſuch as have given the pre- 
fent Government all the Security that a 
ſolemn Oath and Abjuration can give it, 
and have profeſs'd to do it heartay, wil- 
lingly, and truly, upon the Faith. of a Ci 
tian, without any Equivocation, mental Eva- 
ſion, or ſecret Reſervation what ſoever. I ſay 

tis amazing, beyond all Expreſſion, that 
ſach ſhould lend an helping Hand to ruin 
the beſt eſtabliſh'd Government in the 
World, and to introduce in its ſtead the 
worſt of Superſtitions, and the worſt of 
Goyernments „ Popery and deſpotick 
Power, that double Yoke of Bondage, 
that more than — Slavery, unde! 
Taff: which 


(27] 
which, Millions of Mankind groan and are 
become milerable : This, (as a worthy 
* Prelate of our Church, obſerves) may 
be a fit Reward for the Slaviſh Bigatry of 
Papiſts ; but for Proteſtants — fit only for 
thoſe of them.who deſerve it, and they de- 
ſerve it who chuſe it, whom no Experience, 


: no Conſideration, no Miracles of Providence, # 
e can engage to prefer their own Hopping: to q 
; their own Deſtruction, 4 
| j 
, Would theſe Men coolly and ſedately | 


reflect upon the Happineſs they are, or 
may be Partakers of, they muſt, with 
the utmoſt Horror and Confuſion, had 
they any Sparks of Gratitude remaining, 

tremble to think of the Subverſion of an 
Eſtabliſhment, which, they can't but 
know, and will acknowledge too when 
they have a mind to it, has juſtly made 
us the Envy of all the Nations that are 
round about us; for on the one hand, 
| the Prerogatives of the Prince are ſuff. 
E 2 cient 
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28 % 
cient to preſerye all the Decorum and 
Reſpect that is due to Majeſty, and to 
5 it from the Encroachments of the 

opulace ; and on the other hand, the 
Privileges of the People are ſo many and 
| various, as to defend them from all 
illegal and arbitrary Proceedings in the 
Prince: So that the Rights of the 
Crown are happily reconcil'd to the 
Liberties and Properties of the Subject, 
and both ſo curiouſly interwoven with 
each other, that the Subverſion of the 
one muſt neceſſarily end in the De- 
lruction of the other alſo, 


Ibis is not the only Bühl that 
we of this Nation enjoy, tho' more 
than ſufficient to engage us to a ſincere 
and hearty Affection to our Country; 
but we have likewiſe the Pleaſure of 
beholding' a Proteſtant King upon the 
Throne, from, whom we have no Rea- 
ſon to fear the Ruin of this happy Eſta- 
bliſhment ; but, on the contrary, may 
juſtly os aol. from . 1 Protection in 
all 


[29] 


all our Privileges; a Prince who makes 
the Good of Mankind the Meaſure of 


his Power; and the Happineſs and Safety 
of all his People his peculiar Care; who 
eclines all - Juriſdiction over Conſci- 
ence, and chates to deprive any of his 
Subjects of their natural or civil Liber- 
ties, becauſe they can't believe or think 
1s others do; in a word, a Prince who 
ba Member of the eſtabliſh'd Church 
both in Profeſſion and Practice, and bas 
taken all Opportunities of declaring from 
the Throne, that he will groe all poſſible 
Encouragement to it, and protect . de- 
end it o the m_ of his ages." F 


The acc 8 our oſt gracious 
vereign hath always expreſs'd for the 
ood and Welfare of his People, leaves 
room to doubt of our Felicity under 
's Majeſty's auſpicious Adminiſtration; 
it when to this is added that Jlluſtrious 
an of Proteſtant Princes to continue 

our publick Bleſſings to Futurity, to- 
mer with that Courage and Reſolu- 


tion, 


: + pM] 
tion, which at this time particularly ap- 
pears in the great Council of tlie Nation, 
the Froſpect is ſtill more entertaining, 
and gives us ſuch fore: boding Expecta- 
tions of future Happineſs, as, were we 
true to our oven Intereſts, or to the Wel- 
fare and Profperity of the Nations we 
belong to, no Conipiracies, Or open 
Violence of the joint Efforts of all the 
Powers of Europe (in humane Views) 
could be able to interrupt or diſturb. 


1b 26:29; 


Io contrive an Inſurrection therefore 
againſt ſuch à compleat Syſtem of 
Bleſſings, as we enjoy under the happy 
Influence of ſo wiſe, ſo merciful, and 


ſo good à Prince, carries in it all the ‚ 
Ideas of Barbarity and Ingratitude, 25. 
well as Weakneſs and Folly, and s . 
ſuch a Complication of Wickedneſ a _ 


was never yet heard of in any Nation 
under Heaven. Incorrigible Wretches 
whom neither the Wiſdom nor Cle 
mency of their Prince, neither thei 
own Oaths'nor Abjuratians, nor the Fe: 


4 
22 


0 


14 


[31] 
of ' preſent or future Puniſhments can 
teclaim to their Allegiance, or hinder 
from attempting to undermine our ex- 


cellent Conſtitution. Let Fa vour be 
ſbeton to the Wicked, (ſays the Prophet 
: u yet will be not learn Righteouſ.. 
neſs : In the Land of Upnightneſs will he 
deal unjuſily , and will not - behold the 
Majeſty of the Lord. Lord, when thy 
Hand is lifted up they will not ſee, but 
they Jet you! and be aſhamed, 


of i uckeed had the king poſſeſod himſelf 
or the Crown by Force of Arms againſt 
the Conſent of the People, or maintain'd 
Cruelty and Oppreſſion by his own arbi- 
trary Authority; had he diſpens d with 


| i the fundamental Laws of the Realm, 
g " or levied Taxes without, or againſt , 
* the Conſent of his Parliament; had he 


perſecuted any of his Subjects in rela- 
tion to Religion, forbidding them un- 
det ſevere Penalties to worſhip God af- 
ter that way and manner they ſhould 
ttynk moſt convenient, or moſt agree- 

| able 


TY 
able to his Will; or made any Inva: 
fion upon the Rights or Privileges of 


his Subjects, or broken his Coronation 
Oath, or in any ſingle Inſtance gone 
from his Promiſe to protect us; then 
there would have been ſome Colour 
of Reaſon for his Subjects to have with- 
drawn their Allegiance: . But when the 
contrary to this is evident, what can 
be pleaded in Excuſe for a perjur'd Race 
of Rebels, who, falſe to all Obligations 
of Duty, have not only conſpired 
againſt lis Perſon, but have like wiſe 
us d their utmoſt Endeavours to over- 
turn the whole Conſtitution, and to 
ſertle in its wad nn Superſtition and 
e a 


w# ks 3 


Let 8 Seen of Men 
conſider, whether ſuch an ungenerous 
and, unwarxantable Procedure can be 
conſiſtent with their ſolemn Oaths, and 
Promiſes, to diſcover all ſecret Conſpua- 
cies. and Attempts. they ſpall know © 
againſt the, King's Perſon. and Gove 


nen. 
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nent. . have thought that 


ö they, had been ſufficiently diſcourag d \ 
| from, purſuing any longer a Deſign. in [ 
| 
5 
˖ 


which they, had ſo ill ſucceeded; but 
Inſurrections, we ſee, are what we muſt 
always expect from, thoſe that are gni- 
h mated; | | Sopiſh Maxims, whenever 
: they ſha 13 nd themſelves in a Capa- 
ech perplex us. They well know, 
hat Hoey can have no Hopes to en- 4 


ive us; but in the Deſtruction of our j 
| preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, which will 9 
5 therefore be an eternal Object of their | 


* Hatred, as will likewiſe thoſe who 
have Virtue and Courage enough to F 


WY land. up in the Defence of it. 
But, to leave theſe, abandon d Creaxz | 
tures to the K Frenzy of their 5 own | 

6 heated ,Imaginations;. and to bluſh at | 

* their Ingratitude when they ſhall be- 

1 come capable of à calm Reflection: 

- Let it be the careful Concern of thoſe 

of who are really in the Proteſtant Inte- 


reſt, to advance the Proſperity. of theſe 
, Kingdoms by a faithful Adherence to, 
F and 


34 


and an unfeigned ea] for, the cellent 
Laws and Liberties of ur onſtitu- 
tion, and to *oppole, 1 to the utmoſt! of 
theit Power, both Principles and Plac- 
tices that Ae dehructiee of it, Litller 
in tHetviſelves/ or their > 0 e 
Atd let us be for e alwa 

ſerve fuch an el Senſe of d 115 n 
our Minds, as conſclentio 19 5 | 

form the Totemn Oaths an G5 a- 


tions we are under to our Sovereign 
Fing g GEORG) E, in all the Pie 


Of Duty, Gratitude and Affection; ma in- 
tain à firm and dtiſhakétr Zeal” for fis 
1 1 'Perfon, and be ready to- expreſs 

t, upon all Occalions , „ in our Wordt 
. ctions, by à jaſt' and vigorous 
Defence of his Title and Government: 
Let us in our ſeveral Stations and Ca- 
packtiss heartily aſſiſt the King in bring⸗ 
ing to Light the hidden Deeds of 
Ditkucl, in diſcovering all Defi igns 
made u upon the Peace of theſe Nations, 
and bringing the wicked Cohtrivers of 


Miſchief to 4 e Puniſhment : 


: ng ] 


L397] 


And in order thereto, let us beg 
of God that he wou'd in a pecu- 
lar manner preſide at this Time over 
the Adminiſtration of publick Juſtice ; 
that he would blaſt and fruſtrate the 
rebellious Deſires of all Well-wiſhers 
to Popiſh Tyranny and Popiſh Super- 
ſition; and that he would defend that 
moſt important Lite of his Anointed 
from the ſecret Attempts. and open 
Violence of all his Enemies whether 
Foreign or Domeſtick, | 


In ſhort, let us unanimouſly pray 
that all Endeavours to enſlave theſe 
Nations may prove unſucceſsful ; that 
the Reign of our gracious King may be 
long and proſperous, and whenever it 
Udall pleaſe God, in his great Wiſdom, 
b take him from amongſt us, that he 
would exchange his temporal for an eter- 


ul Crown of Glory. Amen. 
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